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Throughout the day helicopters ferried supplies to the remote
mountain areas and evacuated the wounded.

The official death toll from Saturday's 7.6 magnitude earthquake
was raised to 24,000, but rescue workers say that number could
easily double in the next few days. Pakistani officials say billions of
dollars may be needed to help the victims.

During a televised address to the nation late Wednesday, President
Pervez Musharraf said he was establishing a special trust for
donations, and asked for international support.

"I appeal to the international commUnity to donate funds, to give
financial assistance and donate to the president's relief fund," said
President Musharraf.

Foreign governments continue to increase their initial
contributions. The United States has provided $50 million and says
more is on the way.

The United Nations has issued an appeal for $272 million, saying
more than four million people in Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan
were affected by the earthquake.
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