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Aleph Institute Hel- s U.S. Military
Twmps Obtain Kosher Field Ratmns

Thanks to the efforts of the Florida-based

‘ Aleph Tistitate, U8, troops who want kosher food

will-be provided with complete kosher military
. field rations for the first time. Five years of
*-concerted effort just ended with a Pentagon pact
sguaranteeing kosher meals for Jewxsb men and‘
.a;"women serving in the armed forces, - :
= =:Qn June 5, the military sxgned a contmct
wnLh My Own Meals Inc., of Deerfield, 1., to
..provide rabbinically certmed kosher rations. The

Miami-based Aleph Instxtube 8 Chabad “Lubaviteh
affiliate; played 4¥Key voled i enstringthe

amﬂabthy and intégrity of the kosher food.
; Antil now, the military:never provided
: koshﬁr Tood to its ‘troope. Soldiershad to bring
< their own figld rations on maneuverg or subbxst on
foods Like crackers 4nd sardines,*: X
i 8 regent effort to meet*dwerse rehgmus
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Personnel Support Center (DPSC), the purchasing

.~arm for military pérsonnel,. contrad.ed with My

Own Meals to provide the kosher rations. Seven
military agencies signed the agreement.

“We are really doing everything we can to
satisfy the dietary requirement of the diverse
group of fighting men and women,” said Frank

. Bankoff, contracting officer for the DPSC. 4T think

we now have a ration that satisfies the umque
dietary restrictions of an Orthodox Jewish soldier.”
“We couldn’t have fought this battle without

: Aleph,” said Jackson. “The Aleph Institute made

an unpact on anyore in the nuhtary with religious
concerns.’

‘Aleph went as high as the Pentagon t0 en-
sure that kosher requests would be met, “I saw

- this immediately as.an. ethical snd moral issue,”

said- Chaplain Cecil Richardson, Executive Direc-

“tor of the Armed Seryices (,hapldm Board at the

Pentagon. “In the lonp run, the ones who benefit

are the people in the field, looking for: somethm;, L
.to eat that is consistent with their feuth Iam ;
. réally thrilled about this.”

Peaple who have been in the ﬁefd kmzw what

" a benafit, this will be, “When I was in the military
it wasn't possible to keep kosher,” said Michae} H. -
~ Cohen, retu'ed 1.8. Air Foree Major and: Director -

of Military Programs at the Aleph Tustitute. “Now

with tb.xs new contract, you can be in the armed

forces ‘@id otill fiiaintain kosher dietary-taws.”
“(The new kosher meals] will be a benefit and -

“a fulfillm et of belief,”” yaid Major Noztor
. Schectman, now stationed at the Brock Army Med-
" ical Center in San Antonjo.~=~wdpars e
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