- duction of kosher MRE’s into the mllltary supply system was largely due to} 5
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Kosher Meals Now Avallable to
- U, S, Servrce Members

;\

| NEW. YORK, New York, August 27 - After flve years: of negotlatlons w1th;f*f
- the Office of the Chief of Army Chaplalns, launched in the aftermath of
‘the Persian Gulf. War, the U.S. Department of Defense ‘has announced that""' e
fully kosher meals are now avallable to members of the Unlted States Armed'» gy
Forces. S - ' ’ ’ :

, Several Varletles of kosher MRE (MéalsaReadyeTOeEat) fleld ratlons“\l]*
;rmay now be ordered. utilizing federal service. supply numbers.vThe 1ntro-ff5

. the efforts ‘of ‘Rabbi Davrd Lapp, Dlrector of the JWB Jewrsh Chaplalns;T
1,Coun01l, an agency of the JCC Ass001atlon of ' - e

l North America. Rabbi Lapp worked closely [

' w1th Air Force Chaplaln Cecrl Richardson,
~and w1th Army Chaplalns Herman Kelzer -and

Lorralne Potter,,of the_ Armed Forces

Chaplalns Board. T T

Notlng that over - 5 000 Jewish
personnel. were called to serve durlng , :
~ the Gulf War, the JWB Jewrsh Chaplalns' S~
.’.Coun01l requested that the = Armed Forces B

: Chaplalns Board and the  three Chlefs of Chaplalns -

: fr’establlsh procedures for the procurement of kosher MRE s..,f””“

Prevlously, ‘service members were respons1ble tO procure thelr own,.werﬂ
- kosher arrangements, a task that was often difficult and at tlmes ot -
’aposs1ble. Since World War I, the JWB. Jew1sh Chaplalns Councll has sent_g'

~ cases of kosher food and kosher for Passover klts to. actlve duty Jew1sh
g,chaplalns. -

Jew:sh Commumty Centers Assomatlon ot North America
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\ At one p01nt, the u. S Army trled to 1ntroduce a kosher certl—;rflmaf»f

fled vegetarlan entree, but the unlfled posrtlon taken by the Chaplalns, et S
representrng all branches of the Rabbinate, conv1nced the military EE T
decision makers that only a completely kosher meal offerlng would meet the"yiﬂfé

* requlrement

Accordlng to Rabbl Lapp, uThlS ‘major accomodatlon w1ll allow -any f,‘f,,,
actlve duty serv1ce member to request a varlety of - Kosher meals through, R

 their regular channels, thereby making such neals accesslble to mllltary"
,ﬁ'personnel statloned throughout the globe "'a ARt ; g ,.,:,H,waﬂgg*

Mary Anne Jackson, President of ”My Own Meals,"" a”;Deerfield,_3_;fffﬁ_
_"Illln01s-based provrder of kosher refrlgeratlon—free meals and MRE's, laud~ e
- ed the. exceptlonal efforts ‘of Marine Chaplaln Joel . D. Newman of Campfﬁ =

_Pendleton, CA; Army Chaplalns Martln Applebaum, formerly of Ft. Belvorr,v}

VA, Ben. Romer - of ‘West Point, and Chana Timoner of Ft. ‘Bragg, NC; Navy-fj;hli,
- Chaplain James Apple of Camp LeJeune, NC' and Alr Force Chaplaln Joel . .- .

J“ Schwartzman, of Bolllng AFB, DC, who perslstently emphasized. that a fullys
‘kosher ratlon was absolutely essentlal to meet the dletary needs: of Jewrsh
ﬂpersonnel ‘ '

| In a letter addressed to Rabbl Lapp, Mrs. Jackson added that through-;
;‘out the past flve years, “you and the Jew1sh Chaplaincy provrded counsel,'
guldance -and contlnued moral support helplng steer. our dlrectlon and

. course. The Jew1sh chaplalns throughout the military never lost 51ght ofvf'yf",a
the goal for a full kosher ration, If the Jewish chaplalns did not =~

" ‘support our efforts, it would have been 1mpossrble for thls ratlon to exlsti’"
today.” : 5

Founded in 1917, JWB- Chaplalns Coun01l is the U. S. government—
“accredlted agency desrgnated to help meet religious and- morale ‘needs. ofa"'
Jewish military personnel, their families and - hospltallzed veterans. It

’,prov1des full support services to Jew1sh chaplalns, administers eccles1as—f R e
. tical approval for” chaplain candldates and Jewish lay leaders in the

p-mllltary, and provrdes rellgrous supplles and counsel to the mllltary and '

VA communltles.r JWB ~Chaplains Coun01l is part of the Jewish: Communlty =

-~ Centers Association of North Amerlca,,WLth offlces in New York, Los Angeles
‘and Israel, ' ‘ '
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